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As | write this | am still recovering from the usual aches and strains
of two days’ of superb racing at the last Summer TT of the season
at Grafham. It has been a summer season to savour with larger
than average attendances (27 boats) at all the various events.
Instow as usual hosted a brilliant Sport Nationals and The Nationals
at Pwllheli were a triumph.

All of which suggests we are a Class in good shape. It's not by
accident. It's down to a great deal of hard work from organisers and
enthusiasm from participants who, despite some austere economic
times, are turning out to take part in the fun. Which leads me to
ponder - Why is this? What is it that defines The Sprint 15 family?

| know | can think of lots of things. No doubt you’ll have your own
ideas. From the camaraderie on and off the water, to the
sportsmanship, healthy rivalry and an innate ability to not take
ourselves too seriously. All of these defining qualities were
contained in a comment which | overheard at Pwllheli. It was made
by the PRO at the end of the prizegiving, presided over by
Chairman Nick in his own unmatched style. As well as the serious
prizes, there were, as usual, a goodly number of well crafted
novelty awards. The place was packed to the rafters. (I've been to
many such occasions, and you probably have too, when only those
that were ‘in the chocolates’ plus a few more are in attendance.)
Not on this occasion - everyone and anyone associated with the
event was there. The atmosphere was rocking. No-one quite knew
what to expect next. And the comment from the PRO? “We stage a
lot of national events here at Pwllheli. So, I've been to a fair few
prizegivings, but I've never seen anything quite like this - truly
amazing!” That kind of summed it up for me.

My grateful thanks, as ever, to all those who have contributed to
this issue. Without you it just wouldn’t happen. Please keep the
articles coming. It has been a pleasure to collect such a great
variety. Our contributors, both regular and new, deserve a special
mention for taking the time to put pen to paper.

And finally. Nine is my favourite number. It's a special number. If
you want to know why, I'll be pleased to explain. Or ask Andrew
Hannah at Thorpe Bay - he knows. This is my ninth issue since
taking ‘office’. So | thought I'd give the Mag. a slightly new look to
celebrate. Hope you like it.

Enjoy your sailing and | hope we’ll meet on the water before long.
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Cover Photo : Mark Aldridge in superlative upwind action on
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YOUR CHAIRMAN WRITES....

| have been having this
recurring bad dream for

two decades. In it, | fear that
our class is in decline, our
championship will never again attract
the turnout it recently achieved, it will
be impossible to ‘volunteer any
replacements as enthusiastic for the
committee, | have long ago lost the
energy to do it all myself and some
disruptive technology makes our
class obsolete.

Then | wake up and realise this is
rubbish. | had that eureka moment
on returning from the Grafham Cat
Open a week ago. This is the best
test of popularity because all the cat
classes attend, and it is in the middle
of the country so easily reachable,
which is why it is traditionally the
largest cat event in Britain.

This year it attracted 116 entries,
which is well down on what |
remember from the past. Worse still,
this year’s turnout included the Dart
18 fleet, which had been large
enough in the past to merit its own
separate cat event. As an indicator of
enthusiasm for cat racing, it suggests
that this bad dream is not wrong in
general — just wrong specifically for
our class.

Afloat, | had been dimly aware there
did seem to be quite a lot of sailors
ahead of me, but it was not until the
prize giving that | realised that there
were just as many behind me — as
usual.

Ashore it was not until | put on my
UKCRA Chairman’s hat to try and
limit the collateral damage caused by
some vandals over the weekend,
that | realised our fleet was the
largest — by far.

As you can see from the turnout
graph, there were 37 of us, which
was almost twice as much as the
next biggest fleet — and that was also
their Inland Championships, so the
comparison was fair.

In the past, | have worried about
other disruptive technologies. The
Hobie 14 sold 60,000 worldwide
versus 2000 of us, but none race in
the UK. The asymmetric hulls of the
Prindle 15 make it much faster, but
Gerry Reeve is the only person on
one at Grafham. The Catapult was a
brilliant invention - better that our cat
for car-topping - which | even backed
with a little of my money, but only
seven turned up.

The A-Class tops the technology
league with every improvement one
can imagine, but only eight turned
up. Aping car companies, our own
boat company has launched three
successive products into the same

single-handed market, but there was
no Sting, no Vortex and only one
Dart 16 in sight there. Two of the
finest cat builders have launched
one-design single-handers hoping
that people like us would upgrade,
but there was not a single Hobie FX-
One and only two Shadows there.

| have even put in time promoting a
possible rival myself while wearing
another hat, this time as Chairman of
the RYA Cat Class Youth Steering
Group. The plastic CX14 / CX 16
range is ideal for getting kids into cat
racing, because we wouldn’t want to
trust our delicate fibreglass racing
machines to them. Despite selling
200 of them on the Continent, they
have not taken off in the UK,
because some other countries treat
sailing as a sport at school, while
Britain does not.

In my field it is fashionable to build
theories on a single statistic — with
disastrous consequences regularly
for those who invest in it and
occasionally also for the whole world,
so it is possible we just got lucky at
Grafham this year.

Therefore | have also done a little
work on long-term time series, based
on turnout at our national
championships. This is a good
popularity test because it is the most
popular event we arrange, it is
comparable over time and it has
been possible to re-assemble the
historical records.

Whatever may be happening to our
branch of the sport elsewhere, as far
as we are concerned the popularity
of our national championship format
has been essentially stable, with only
four poor turnouts in fifteen years -
as can be seen in the second graph.
Our upgrade option started later, has
not been as successful and has
possibly peaked, but still attracted
more than twice as many as the
second most popular single-handed
championship this year — that of the
Dart 18 class.

| have not had the time to reconstruct
records of our TT series, but that
also continues with decent turnouts —
20 at Marconi, 27 at Shanklin, 24 at
Seasalter, 28 at Carsington and now
also 37 at Grafham.

So whichever way one dissects the
statistics, our little cat seems to have
some enduring quality and long may
that remain the case — thanks to all
our enthusiastic support. Why this
should be the case is also an
interesting subject, but one for
another time. Why that should again
enable us to survive disruptions in
supply is also one for another time.
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MARCONI TT by David Ball

The weekend of 16" and 17™ April saw the opening
2011 Sprint 15 TT event hosted by Marconi Sailing Club on
the River Blackwater and sponsored by Windsport Catparts.
10 local sailors were joined by 9 visitors from Beaver,
Grafham, Stewartby, Brighlingsea, Queen Mary and Shanklin.
Unseasonably warm and sunny weather was unfortunately
accompanied by unseasonably light and variable winds.
However, race officer Lee Harrison managed to complete the
full schedule of 4 races over 2 days.

Race 1 kicked off just after high water. The first leg turned out
to be a delicate beat up the south shore against the increasing
tidal flow. David Ball (Marconi) led away from the start,
pursued by Jon Postlethwaite (Beaver) and Jenny Ball
(Marconi). Approaching the windward mark just off the club,
the wind appeared to get more fickle whilst the current
increased in the relative narrows between the shore and Osea
Island. When a patch of breeze did appear the temptation for
all competitors was to follow it further offshore, however the
wind would the invariably switch off, leaving said competitor to
drift rapidly back toward the start line whilst scrabbling to tack
back in towards the shore. No one escaped unscathed from
this frustrating cycle with the lead changing many times.

Peter Richardson (Marconi) and Nick Miller (Marconi) were
the first boats to break from shallow water and attempt a final
approach on the windward mark 100 yards from the shore.
But the fickle breeze abandoned them just yards short of their
goal. Finally David Ball and Postlethwaite completed the
illusive first rounding almost side by side, with Jenny Ball
close behind. They set off toward the wing mark on the Island
shore opposite, setting a cautious up-tide course in case the
wind should fail again — there would be no chance of tacking
back to the mark if it was missed. Behind them, the patience
of many other competitors was finally rewarded, with a little
breeze appearing at the right time (for a change) to help them
squeeze around the mark.

Down at the leeward mark, David Ball rounded just ahead of
Postlethwaite and Jenny Ball. Heading straight back to the
finish line against the tide was not an option, so all boats
made straight for the shore again, from where it was possible
to ease along in the shallow water. David Ball took the finish
gun followed by Postlethwalte and Jenny Ball. Miller made up
good ground to finish 4" followed by Erling Holmberg
(Shanklin) who led home the chasing pack.

Race 2 started with a promising force 2 breeze having built
from the north west. The falling tide had also produced a wider
band of shallow water and slower current for competitors to
take advantage of when sailing against the flow. David Ball led
around the first mark, followed by Jenny Ball, Kirby and
Postlethwalte These four boats stayed together around the
2" (now windward) mark and down to the leeward end of the
course, with the rest of the fleet close behind. David Ball
headed slightly inshore for the fetch back to the start/finish line
in the hope of avoiding the ever-present tide, whilst Jenny
Ball, Kirby, and Postlethwaite opted to protect their clear air
and sail the more direct route in deeper water. With the
breeze holding, Race Officer Lee Harrison sent competitors
on for a second lap, with David Ball just holding on to his lead
from Jenny Ball by only 10 seconds at the finish, with Kirby,
Postlethwaite, Kevin Dowley (Marconi) and Miller completing
the top 6.

Race 3 started with the force 2 north westerly still holding out.
This time it was Kirby who took the early lead at the first mark
and headed a more tightly packed fleet out to the second
mark. Kirby had built a commanding lead by the time he
reached the 3@ and final mark, but the wind had not yet
finished teasing this bunch of sailors and switched off just as
he rounded. Turning his boat to point up-tide toward
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Event winner Kevin Kirby receives the trophy
from Marconi SC Rear Commodore Bryan
Spencer & S15 Fleet Captain Fenella Miller

the finish had little effect. Kirby began to drift backwards on
the tide whilst the rest of the fleet (with the tide still under
them) were fast approaching. Kirby held his nerve and
headed straight for the shore, initially drifting down-tide of the
chasing pack, but reaching the vital shallow water and slack
current first, and from there clawing his way back upwind
whilst it was now everyone else’s turn to point west whilst
drifting east!

Behind Kirby, the chasing pack began to converge on the
shallow water in one fairly tightly packed group. From here,
the race effectively re-started in the shallow water and light-to-
non existent wind. Jenny Ball and Dowle ey made the best of
these tricky conditions to pull clear into 2™ and 3¢ place, with
George Stephen (Queen Mary) sailing with the jib in “Sport”
mode also breaking ahead of the pack. Some intense
individual battles developed on this final leg, with Holmberg
and Matthew Brown (Beaver) in particular trading places just
yards from the line and finishing only 10 seconds apart after
an hour of sailing (and drifting).

After 3 mentally challenging races it was time to retire to
the bar and a welcome hot meal prepared by Tina in the
Marconi SC galley.

Sunday dawned with familiar sunny skies and light winds.
The time had arrived for the popular figure-of-eight race
around Northey and Osea islands, a regular and popular part
of every TT at Marconi. At the start it fell to Jon Postlethwaite
to give the locals a lesson in tidal sailing by sticking in the
deep water and stronger current to good effect, whilst
everyone else felt inexplicably drawn toward the Osea Island
shore.

As the fleet approach Northey Island, Jenny Ball managed
to pull out a clear lead, with Kirby close behind.

The beat home commenced with the last of the flood tide now
holding competitors back. Those that tacked off into the
shallow water on the south side of Northey Island made gains
over the rest. By the time the leaders broke clear of Northey
and headed off for the north side of Osea Island the tide had
finally turned and was providing a welcome push home. To
improve matters further, the wind had freshened to a more
steady force 2-3.

Kirby managed to overhaul Jenny Ball on this return leg, with
Richardson also putting in an excellent display up of upwind
skill and boat-speed to catch the leaders, overtaking Ball and
pressing Kirby all the way to the finish. George Stephen put
the Sport rig to good use, crossing the line in 3¢ place, and
holding on to 50 place on corrected time.

When the results were tallied, Kevin Kirby came out on top,
discarding a DNF from race 1 and scoring an impressively
consistent 3, 1, 1 in very trlcky conditions. David and Jenny
Ball followed in 2" and 3™ places respectively just 1 pomt
apart whilst Jon Postlethwaite was the leading visitor in 4"

place.



SEASALTER TEACH-IN by steve willis

The gods shone on us again

and provided excellent weather for early April and for the two-
day training session at Seasalter SC.

We had the twelve boats attending (7 from SSC and 5
visitors) rigged and lined up abeam in the field for inspection by
Nick, Kevin Dutch and Steve Willis. We then moved on to a
discussion of the key points for trimming and fettling a boat for
good performance. A quick resume by each of the helms
elicited that most had some reasonable experience of sailing
Sprint 15s but Mark Dowling, whilst an experienced sailor, had
only purchased his Sprint over the winter and rigged it for the
first time that morning. Whilst most had experienced capsizes
several had not. Racing tactics were of clear interest to most.
The three hour pre-sailing session revealed that most boats
needed some tweaking particularly to foot straps and rudders
with some demonstrations of how to improve boat handling by
judicious tensioning and arrangement of the footstraps. A good
few rudders were wrongly assembled and had worn or missing
frame pads.

The winds were still showing some gusts and the fleet set
afloat to do circuits in line. Martin Searle joined Jane Bainbridge
on her boat to provide some one to one encouragement whilst
Nick Dewhirst, Kevin Dutch and Mark Hollis patrolled the fleet to
provide hints and tips on the best rig set up for each leg.
Unfortunately towards the end we had one mishap with Rob
Finch suffering a sudden gybe which took him straight into the
forward port hull of Andy Carter and led to bow damage and a
few other scrapes on both boats. With both having hulls filling
with water they had to be brought ashore and Andy’s boat was
out of action.

Following a shower, drink and debrief of the sailing, Nick and
Steve introduced the floor game in the club house to simulate
the annual Seasalter long distance Fowley Island Race — and
its special wind shifts and hazards. The hazards were only
being introduced at stages during the game — much to the
annoyance of those who thought they were sailing clear ahead
on the best possible course! The helms soon learnt to listen to
course instructions and to watch for the wind changes — plus
learning to try and find out local vagaries causing wind shifts
even under steady wind conditions. The unfortunate ‘grounding’
of two boats at Fowley Island led to further changes to the fleet
order. The key messages imparted were : understand the
course instructions, find out what you can about local wind and
tide conditions and anticipate what other boats around you may
do and take early action to avoid being forced off your chosen
course.

An excellent three course evening meal provided by Lesley
Stafford and Jane Mills was followed by a further floor exercise
of getting ready at the start and sailing to the windward mark —
with lots of discussion about rights of way and again
anticipation of possible conflicts of courses sailed. Having had a
long day, the evening finished with most people heading off to
bed or a quiet drink in the bar.

Sunday morning saw Rob Finch making liberal application of
Duck tape to his starboard bow and repairing his trolley that fell
apart in sympathy with the boat whilst Steve Willis carried on
doing individual boat inspections with their helms.

As soon as the tide was up the fleet set sail. The order of the
day was to do as many single lap races as possible starting with
a forced starboard start through varying angles of start line bias
giving some interesting variations of starboard and port starts in
the fleet. Despite the generally steady winds capsize practice
occurred for a number in the fleet. Kevin accompanied Andy
Bunyan and Derek Darley for a while and forced a capsize to
give Andy his first experience — which he later repeated alone
for good measure.

During the successive races the fleet order changed time with
most helms having good and bad races and some interesting
meeting and calls at the windward mark of port and starboard
boats. It was apparent that some boats, and helms, need some
more tweaking particularly for windward sailing with the highest
boats sailing some 10-20 degrees higher than the lowest. Mark
Dowling’s boat was clearly able to point high with him achieving
a single leg to the windward mark on one start.

By the end of sailing, the weekend’s sun showed on nearly
everyone’s face. For most it was a new experience sailing on
the traveller rather than the main sheet to keep the sail shape
and, with footstraps pulled outboard, a few found that not using
hiking pants can lead to some painful bruises to the upper
thighs once you really get hiked out.

At the debriefing it was clear that everyone had enjoyed the
weekend and had learnt some new things. There should be
much fiddling with rudders and footstraps over the next week or
so as well. Whilst not everyone is mentioned above, Nick, Kevin
and | would like to thank all who turned up for the weekend - we
enjoyed your company - and especially all the SSC members
who helped out in the club house and on the water — the event
was only possible with their assistance.

The happy band attending were:

Helm Club Sail No.
Peter Lytton 1221
Andy Bunyan Stewartby 1289
Jon Finch Stewartby 1890
Robert Finch Stewartby 1838
Derek Darley I0SSC 1991
Jane Bainbridge Seasalter 1206
John Bainbridge Seasalter 747
Andy Carter Seasalter 640
Mark Dowling Seasalter 1599
lan Mills Seasalter 424
Tim Seymour Seasalter 1923
Rob Smith Seasalter 857
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2011 AGM REPORT by Keith Bartlett

Sprint 15 Association

AGM Minutes

Pwllheli Sailing Club : 13™ Auqust 2011

For those Association members who were present at
this AGM and who had been on the water for the previous
4% hours, may | offer hearty congratulations on both your
fitness and staying power. (Though as no one asked any
awkward questions, then maybe you were all not as alert
as | had thought!). As | said last year, you need to get hold
of a road atlas, so that you can identify the venue for next
year's event - (see below).

The meeting got underway at 7.35pm, with almost a full
committee present, the exception being your magazine
editor, who tried to slip in quietly later. Just what had you
been up to George??? (Sorry, Keith - got waylayed in
Asda by a bit of Welsh Rarebit! | should have known that
by being five minutes late for this event means that one
misses about half of it - Ed.).

The Chairman made his usual erudite remarks which
included something about winning a few and losing a few.
| didn’t know if he meant his positions in races or members
or quite what.

Nick went on (and on!) ...Our Dart 15 brand had been
downgraded during Laser's reign, but that once re-
branded as Sprint 15, and under Brian Phipps’ and lan
Fraser's guidance, the brand had been re-built.

In a move to help Sprint 15 sales in the UK, Nick proposed
that the Sprint 15 Association fund the keeping of one new
South African built 15 in stock at Windsport. Final details
had yet to be agreed.

There then followed, in amazingly quick succession, the
various reports from your committee members.

Howard (The Money) Hawkes, making his debut speech,
ensured instant approval from the throng by saying that
fees did not need to change and that the finances were
still in a good state. Howard also explained the
background to the DaVinci Robot Appeal, and strongly
recommended all members to support it.

Bob (The Technical) Carter recommended the adoption
of Brian’'s new adjustable con bar, to keep the rudders
parallel. (The required vote took place later).

Erling (Events and Southern Lad) Holmberg confirmed
Brightlingsea (River Colne on the Essex Coast and north
up a touch from more familiar venues on the East coast)
as the venue for next year’s Nationals, starting 18" August
2012. A much-appreciated and very popular return to

Pentewan for 2013 was proposed. The meeting
unanimously approved both venues.

The Sport Nationals will take place at Instow, on a date
sometime in May 2012. Erling again confirmed the
problems of finding venues that are prepared to take us
during August.

Both the 2011 Winter and Summer Travellers’ Series have
had good attendances.

Ray (Northern Lad) Gall is retiring from the committee
after 11 years of dedicated service and is being replaced
by Ed (Draycote) Tuite Dalton. For putting up with Ray’s
sailing activities, his wife Liz was presented with a bouquet
of flowers and thanks from the Committee. Ed was
welcomed as the new Northern Rep. by committee and
Class members alike.

Martin (Webmaster) Searle was once again thanked for
keeping the Sprint 15 website at the forefront of sailing
media and well in front of our rivals.

George (Magman) Love arrived just in time to confirm he
would continue producing the Class Magazine ‘Newsprint’.
Yours truly, (Membership) who has trouble both
speaking and writing at the same time, said precisely the
same as last year with something like 300 ish paid up
members, 32 new members, of whom about half were
bringing previously unseen boats into the Sprint 15 family.
All reports were accepted and all Committee members
were re-elected for another year.

Under our rules, the modification to the rudder-connecting
bar required a vote- proposed by Bob Carter, seconded by
George Love, and passed unanimously.

The formal part of the meeting ended at 8.00pm

Nick then invited Brian Phipps to give an update.

The con rod mod (£25) has also been approved by the
Dart18’s, who have hoovered up all of Brian’s stock.
Replacement stock is on its way and will be available via
the Windsport website.

To date during 2011, two new South African built 15’s
have been sold to new members in the UK.

Much time has been spent in trying to improve both the
response times from Collins Fibreglass and the quality of
their production. Masts for Dart 18s are now being made
in Europe and Dart 18 hulls may be built in Europe in the
near future.

Class Association Committee of 2011-12 (left-right)

Nick (Chairman) Dewhirst ; Howard (The Money) Hawkes ; Bob (Technical) Carter ; Erling (Events & Southern) Holmberg ;

Ed (Northern) Tuite Dalton ; Martin (Webmaster) Searle ; George (Magman) Love ; Keith (Membership) Barlett

The adjustable rudder

connecting bar modification
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Undercover Re po I't by our Undercover Investigator

Our inveSTIGator was recently taking
time off from surveillance duties. He was
enjoying a well earned rest in the South West
of England indulging himself in the delights of a
gastronomic vacation at an undisclosed
“Michelin Star” restaurant in the area. Whilst
tucking in to his starter of “Confit De Foie De
Canard, Cerises Amandes”, he overheard
Raymond Blanc raving about a new up and
coming local North Devon chef who had
applied to BBC “Master Chef” to compete for
the 2012 title. As we all know our covert man
lives and breathes the job 24/7 and he
immediately recognised the name of said chef
from investigation files remaining unsolved
and still open from the 1990s. Our intrepid
investigator was on the aroma or, in this case,
the odour. What he subsequently found makes
grim copy.

The Heasongate Tapes

Our unsavoury man was originally from the
East Midlands (in the locale of Nottingham)
and was formerly employed as a butcher
working out of Melton Mowbray. He was
wanted for questioning by the sheriff in
connection with alleged counterfeit pork pies
sold under a famous brand name at illicit
‘saddle-bag sales’ deep in the nearby forest
and usually early on Sunday mornings. (It is
rumoured that the sheriff couldn’t get out of
bed early enough to catch him after a Saturday
night on the tiles.) The proceeds were lavished
on a life of wine, women & boats. His modus-
operandi bore no similarities with historical
characters from the area who took a more
philanthropic approach to their outlawed
deeds. He kept the lot for himself! His hide-
away was not, however, an ex-con’s style villa
in the Algarve so favoured by others previously
investigated in this column. His was a heavily
disguised luxurious canal boat called “Honk 1”
which he moored in a quiet backwater of the
Trent & Mersey canal.

It was whilst in disguise and running around in
the undergrowth of Sherwood Forest in the
middle of the night on a wild boar rustling
expedition for new supplies of raw meat that
he met and wooed his Maid (Marion)
Bernadette. Quite why she was roaming
around the woods at that time of night
remains a matter of intense speculation and
potential further investigation. Rumours that
she was searching for her lost pet Siberian
hamster seem spurious at best and remain
unconfirmed. Bernadette was no ordinary
beauty of the forest. He was no ordinary beast.
She had a degree in Business Management and
knew his current ‘business’ activities had little
future. He had a HND in use of assorted
cleavers.

Hony 1

She was in tune with the word on the toe-path.
He was usually drunk. She knew it was only a
matter of time before the net finally closed and
the (pastry) case crumbled.

She could see the scratchings on the wall.
There was a bad smell around the pork pie
‘business’ - (probably something to do with the
meat ‘past its sell by date’). She knew it was
finished and that he had to get out before he
got the chop!

With the pie business on its uppers, crusty
round the edges, too much heat in the kitchen
& questions being asked, it was time to
disappear. Our man and his new bride fled the
Midlands and escaped south to a new life. But
the future was bright - the future was orange!
Our man took this quite literally. Before he
was tango’d by the local sheriff, his not so
merry men and their baying bloodhounds who
would easily follow the scent of over-ripe
trotter, he painted his get-a-way vehicle in a
sudden shade of orange - his favourite hue!
The faint hope was that he could masquerade
as a soft drinks sales person or blend with the
visiting grockles and their weird camper vans.
It seemed to work.

His new master plan in place, he joined North
Devon Yacht Club and became an upstanding
person within the local community. To this end
he also acquired a Sprint 15 and called it “Honk
2” to go with the rest of his shipping empire.
But out on the water, whilst sailing “Honk 2”,
he is often prone to slipping back into his old
outlaw disguise which has been modified to a
more piratical, Jack Sparrow style of sartorial
look to reflect his current maritime domain.
Life in the tropical south has fostered his latest
passion for a BBQ. This has recently spilled
over into grand designs of becoming a Michelin
star chef, so he has actively enrolled in kitchen
duties at the Club. Unfortunately the junior
chefs working alongside this megalomaniac live
in fear as traits of Gordon Ramsay chastising
the hired help have been caught on CCTV. Our
investigator reports that it is still a matter of
conjecture as whether or not his club mates
are aware of his culinary histrionics and
chequered history.

Will the real truth ever come out, one

wonders?

The photographic evidence :
‘Honk1’ on the canal :
The getaway vehicle :

The ‘Johnny Depp’ look :
The culinary histrionics

Some say that he breathes through a USB cable and that his brain is a Wi-Fi hotspot .............
........ all we know is - he’s called our Undercover InveSTIGator!!
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SEASALTER TT by Steve Willis

A week prior to the event the forecast was for F3/4
westerly, but in the last few days before the Seasalter TT
low pressure systems built and the Saturday dawned with
forecasts, for both days, of heavy rain then showers and
winds F5/6 with F7 gusts. So it was testament to the fleet
that 18 travellers arrived to join 7 home boats for the
event. Unfortunately John Holmes (1978, SSC) had his
mainsail rip as he was hoisting and had to withdraw
leaving us with 24 competitors.

Saturday saw two races with a trapezoid course set and
an offshore committee boat start. Race 1 saw 23 boats
start and Dutch (1938, SSC) take a lead over Holmberg
(2007, Shanklin) and Hawkes (1643, Thorpe Bay) that
was to be unbeaten. Dutch managed to build up enough
lead to maintain first place despite a capsize that broke a
rudder when he fell onto it, luckily jamming it in the locked
down position, and he righted in less than a minute. Whilst
the fleet spread out over the 6 laps there were some close
battles in mid fleet. Robert Finch (1838, Stewartby) held
4th place after the first lap but lost ground allowing
Goldstone (2004, Queen Mary) and Ellis (1981, Thorpe
Bay) to come past but on the 5th lap brother Jon Finch
(1890, Stewartby) managed to just pass Ellis and
managed to hold place to the finish. Goldstone, J. Finch,
Ellis and R. Finch took 4th-7th with only 16 seconds
between the last three. A local derby followed with Hollis
(1206, SSC) beating Seymour (1923, SSC) at the line with
3 seconds between them. Despite the conditions only
Hurst (565, Grafham Water) had the misfortune not to
finish the race. Damaging a rudder on setting out he
returned ashore and borrowed an SSC rudder and set off
again only to be dismasted when the forestay lashing
came undone.

Race 2 saw the arrival of Dewhirst (2006, Whitstable),
having had a good few glitches sailing over from
Whitstable and 24 boats set sail with Dutch again taking
an early lead but with Ellis in hot pursuit. This time
recovery from a capsize by Dutch was not quick enough
and Ellis took a 2 second lead at the end of the 2nd lap.
This he extended until on the last lap Dutch managed to
get a cleaner beat and turn for the tight reach to the line
for 1st place followed home by Ellis. Rob Finch held 3rd
for 2 laps before losing ground again to allow Holmberg
and Jon Finch through and, in a very close battle, Jon
Finch managed to pip Holmberg to the line in the last few
yards to take 3rd by 2 seconds. Stephen (1594, Queen
Mary) was the sole Sport mode entrant and followed 5th
placed Rob Finch home by 2 seconds on the water to take
9th on handicap. Seymour held steady behind Hawkes
through the whole race until the last lap, pulling past to
take 6th over Hawkes' 7th. Smith (871) and Burrows
(1871), both from Thorpe bay retired with one boat slightly
damaged.

Despite the conditions a tired fleet returned ashore well
satisfied with a good day’s sailing despite some heavy
rain and those severe gusts. After a good shower and a
rest, the fleet joined SSC members and the race team for
a hot and cold buffet prepared by Lesley Stafford (SSC)
and her able band of galley and bar helpers followed by a
leisurely evening in the clubroom and bar.

Day 2 saw forecasts with higher gusts but an apparent
window in the weather during racing time. It was agreed to
delay the start and hold two 40 minute races when
conditions appeared suitable. The course was set and the
fleet set out to the committee boat only to find the
perceived lull was not to stay. The race started with some

autumn 2011 www.sprint 15.com 8

very close action seeing Dutch cross the line first with his
boat flying a hull at 45 degrees close to the starboard end
and Ellis, trying to keep close, had nowhere to go and
touched the mark, losing time doing his penalty. 23 boats
started with John Bainbridge (747, SSC) capsizing and
hurting his wrist and returned ashore with one of the race
team helping sail his boat. Dutch was instead chased by
Rob Finch and Holmberg for most of the race but came
through to claim his third 1st of the event. Finch held off
Holmberg by 4 seconds until the last lap and lost out
again to follow Holmberg’s 2nd taking 3rd. Ellis recovered
from his penalty to steadily climb up from 7th to finish 4th.
Dewhirst chasing Burrows followed Ellis through the front
group and on the third lap passed to make it Dewhirst 5th
and Burrows 6th.

Newcomer to both the fleet and the Sprint 15, Simon Hare
(1970, Oxford) had sailed well throughout the races,
without even a capsize, but suffered a coming together of
an eyebrow and his mainsheet block during a gybe and,
retiring, was helped ashore for minor medical aid.

The winds during the race gusted to the very top of F7
and 7 boats retired and with a number capsizing,
stretching the limits of the patrol boat cover, it was
decided to return the fleet ashore and review the
conditions for a period. After an hour it appeared that the
winds were dropping with max gusts of 30 and steady F4
so the committee boat moved to position for the last race.
However, with it on the start line, thunder and a lightning
strike were observed amongst a very black area to the
west that had appeared within minutes. The last race was
abandoned.

Kevin Dutch, with three first places took the event trophy
with Erling Holmberg 2nd and Martyn Ellis 3rd. George
Stephen took the Sport mode trophy.

Despite the wind conditions being near the limit, the wind
direction (S/SW) provides near flat water at SSC and
provided some extremely fast sailing. Sunday saw boats
lapping in about 8 minutes on near enough the same
course that took 10-12 on the Saturday. The Sprint 15
provides a very forgiving sailing platform and judicious use
of the traveller position enabled even the newest
members to the class, some on their first TT outing, to sail
well in every race, with confidence, and experience the
thrills that high wind catamaran sailing can yield. Several
entrants were returning to SSC having taken part in the
2011 Sprint 15 training weekend for novices held at the
club — quite a bit of progression in a short time.

The overwhelming response from the fleet was that it
was a thoroughly enjoyable, if tiring, event. Thorpe Bay
did us proud with the largest traveller contingent (7 boats).
A big thanks from SSC to them and all the other travellers
who came and made it a great weekend — as ever a great
fleet spirit of camaraderie and fun. We hope to see you all
again, preferably in more normal SSC conditions.

One message that we would like to pass on is that
anyone in the fleet is welcome to contact us and come
and join in with our club racing at any time — camping in
the field if you wish. We have had visiting clubs in the past
that want a ‘holiday’ venue for a long weekend for a group
of members.

| know that a number of Sprint 15 sailors would have liked
to take part in the ‘beginners’ training weekend in April but
could not make it and we would be pleased to hear from
anyone who would like to attend a training session.
Dependent on numbers and location the Association can
decide on the best location for the next training events.



STEWARTBY TEACH-IN by John Oakshott

‘C’ grade trainers
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CARTOON FUN with Phil Breeze

So what'’s the story here? You can find out more on page 23

Brothers Robert and John Finch from Stewartby have been taking their sailing very seriously and their
competitive spirit has been in great evidence. But who’s taking it to extremes? You decide!
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TIM SEYMOUR (In Memoriam) by Steve Willis

Tim Seymour 1964-2011
(Sprint 15 — 1923)

During a Seasalter club race on 17"
September Tim Seymour, one of our
best Sprint 15 sailors, suffered a sudden
fatal heart attack whilst in his favourite
place — leading the race, skimming a hull
fully hiked out on a broad reach. Despite
all the valiant efforts of club members
and the emergency services Tim could
not be revived.

Tim was a lifelong sportsman driven to
excel in whichever sport he took up. In
2007 he first arrived at SSC with his
friend Mark Kempson who had joined us
with 1259. Tim was taken for his first cat
ride and was immediately smitten with
the Sprint 15 - enough to give up kite
surfing, join SSC and purchase 1923
within weeks. Despite some hilarious
mishaps in his first season, leading to
the award of the special ‘Legends’
trophy, he was soon making his way in
the fleet and at the end of 2008 became
the club’s Most Improved Helm for the
year.

With our strong fleet and the benefit of
the Sprint 15 TTs and training weekends
he rapidly became a real trophy
challenger. In 2010 he won his first club
series trophy but was so disgusted that it
was such a small cup he redoubled his
efforts and during 2011 had already won
six club series trophies — including our
two biggest cups.

Sailing was his passion and he had only
flown back from visiting family in
Germany shortly before the fateful day —
just to make sure he did not miss a
sailing weekend. Whoever arrived at the
club thinking they were first on a sailing

day would find Tim’s old Series 3 Land
Rover, Elsie, in the car park and the tea
urn on. Tim would be on the beach
rigging his boat. He loved high winds in
which he excelled — however in light
winds impatience got the better of him
and he was often seen to throw his tiller
down in despair and slink back to the
shore, retiring, if it was dropping below
F3.

Off the water Tim was a good friend to
many club members and had become
an integral part of our club family.
Needless to say his death has left a
significant impact. Tim leaves behind his
mother Carolyn, siblings Charlotte and
Tom, and his three children Paul, Lydia
and Gabriel. Following his cremation
service a celebration of his life was held
at SSC on 27" September where over
100 friends and family gathered for the
setting sun and to drink a toast to our
departed friend.

His family has expressed their deepest
thanks to all SSC members and our
visiting Sprint 15 sailors who made up
such a large part of Tim’s life over the
last 4 years - and for the very generous
donations that have been made to the
RNLI Whitstable in memory of Tim. We
hope they will keep in touch and visit the
club from time to time.

We will miss Tim and his keen sense of
humour but there is some solace in
knowing that he went quickly and was
doing what he loved best — skimming
that hull on the waves hiked out on a
broad reach in an F5. It is such a shame
that he never got to receive his highest,
and largest, club award — Helm of the
Year 2011 — but it, and his other
trophies, decorated his coffin. RIP

Tim (in blue) with Seasalter buddies

(L-R) Stuart Bligh, Andy Carter and
John Dutch
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SHANKLIN TT by Erling Holmberg

Was it
windy?

Was it
ever!
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With sponsorship from Wightlink Ferries,
Shanklin Sailing Club hosted the Sprint 15 Southern
Championships. A total of 27 competitors were entered for the
event and in near perfect conditions on the Saturday, with a
flat sea and a southerly force 3 wind, race officer Martin
Harrison set the course way out in Sandown Bay with an
approximate windward leeward distance of 2 miles. Laying the
course markers did present some problems, due to the depth
of water, but when the first race got under way Paul Grattage
elected to sail the fist leg of the course inshore to escape the
tide and rounded the windward mark first with Sean McKenna
second and Simon Giles in third position. The first three
positions remained unchanged although on the second
downwind leg these 3 were overtaken by Robin Leather,
sailing in “sport mode”, and he eventually won the race on
handicap, with Grattage second and McKenna third.

The second race again saw the race officer struggle to set the
course with the very strong ebb tide pulling at the marks.
McKenna was first around the windward mark with Leather
second and Giles third, but with the main and jib configuration
of Leathers' boat it gave him the advantage on the downwind
leg of the course. Leather was first, McKenna second and
Giles third.

The third Saturday race again saw Leather first, with Robert
England, also sailing in “sport mode” second, and McKenna
third.

The Saturday evening was just a quiet get-together in the club
house, with the competitors re-running the races and sorting
out “who should have won” and “what should have happened”
whilst munching on the delights of the ample barbeque served
by the ever abusive Stuart Pierce and washed down with
what-ever took their fancy.

Weather conditions on Sunday had deteriorated and with the
availability of bacon sandwiches, and mugs of tea and coffee
from the kitchen, many competitors decided that staying
ashore might be a better option. However, as with all events
like this, many of the participants had forgotten to bring their
brains and set about getting ready to sail.

Sunday’s race was sailed in survival conditions, with gusts of
42 knots recorded, although most of the time it was just a
steady 29 knots. Only 12 idiots (sorry, competitors) started,
with Charles Watson making the best start closely followed
McKenna and Dr. Simon Giles (you'd think he'd know better!).
At the windward mark Watson capsized whilst tacking leaving
McKenna ahead of Giles and Keith Newnham, but on the
downwind leg McKenna executed the near perfect pitch-pole
capsize, flying spectacularly through the air as though on a
trapeze (but he still ended up in the sea), Newnham managed
to gybe around the leeward mark ahead of Giles, and then
went on to steal the win with Watson second, after righting his
boat, and Giles third. Only 7 boats managed to finish, the rest
were picked up by the highly efficient rescue squad who
seemed to be hanging around like a flock of hungry vultures.
At the presentation of the results, Shanklin Sailing Vice
Commodore, Simon Giles thanked the clubs Rear
Commodore, Lynda Richardson, for her part in keeping all the
competitors fed and watered, the race officer Martin Harrison,
for his excellent courses, made under difficult conditions, and
all of the safety boat personnel for their hard work over the
weekend and especially on the Sunday when they were
pushed almost to the limit.

The overall results of the Southern Championship was Robin
Leather first, Sean McKenna second and Simon Giles third.
Just to add insult to injury, on the way back to the ferry a tree
had blown down in the wind (wind,what wind?) and so a long
detour was in order, but as the Isle of Wight is so massive it
put another 3 minutes on the journey time.



GIRL POWER by Kay Bowen

Howard flying high at
Pwllheli for the Robot Appeal

Addenbrookes Robot Appeal.

Many thanks for all those who generously contributed a total of £162.50 at the
Nationals.

For those who didnt hear my spiel at Pwllheli, Addenbrookes Hospital in
Cambridge is one of the leading centres for treating prostate cancer through
robotic keyhole surgery. The current Da Vinci robot is nearing the end of its
useful life and the purpose of the appeal is to raise £1.1M for a
replacement robot.

Next year's project is a Southampton-Cherbourg race (not in Sprints!)
which this year raised £20,000 for the charity. Watch this space!

Howard Hawkes : 1643.
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2011 SPORT NATIONALS

2011 Sport Champion Paul Grattage
Keith Heason in the groove

Annette Maddison shows the way to the
windward mark

Brian Phipps hunts down Kevin Dutch
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With a great deal of anticipation, ss
sailors turned up for the Sprint 15 Sport Nationals on the
weekend of the 10th —12th June. The event was hosted by North
Devon Yacht Club (NDYC) at Instow who were delighted with
such a good turnout considering the economic climate and
Instow’s remote location.

Day 1 Race 1

The weather forecast for the first day’s racing said a steady force
2 which would have been fine if it had materialised. In fact what
the sailors got was no wind at all for the scheduled race start
time. After a postponement of 50 minutes, a very light breeze
kicked in that at times shifted 90 degrees and usually as sailors
approached the windward mark and wing mark. The first beat
was a messy affair with the wind coming and going and a great
deal of concentration was needed to keep the boat moving.
Steve Sawford was first to round the windward mark and set up a
nice little lead for himself until the second lap when he set off to
the wing mark again, forgetting that the race officer has set a
triangle, sausage, triangle course. This allowed the chasing pack
of George Love, Keith Heason, Annette Maddison, Erling
Holmberg and Dane Stanley to reel Sawford in. The wind had
now strengthened and places changed frequently. However it
was Annette Maddison’s superb sailing and lighter weight which
gave her the edge. Maddison crossed the line just yards ahead
of Sawford closely followed by Love, Holmberg and Heason
taking fifth spot. Whilst waiting for the rest to cross the line the
weather took a dramatic turn. Out of nowhere a force 6+ sprung
up with gusts up to force 8 and driving rain. With visibility down
to just yards and no sign of it letting up, the race officer Richard
Stone decided that a second race was not an option and the fleet
were instructed to return to shore.

That evening the club hosted a BBQ and sailors dined on top
quality Organic Burgers and Sausages. There was also a chicken
wing ‘cook off’ between home sailors, Alyzon Mayoh and Sam
Heaton to see who could cook the tastiest wings. Mayoh was the
winner preferring fresh ingredients